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Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Maine Press Association
was held September 4 at the Elks Club building, Houlton. The meeting was called to order by President L.
P. Evans, the following members being present:
Roland T. Patten of “The Independent Reporter,”
Skowhegan; Charles F. Mann of the “ Lisbon Enter
prise,” Lisbon Falls; Charles G. Jenness of the “ Roches
ter Courier,” Rochester, N. H .; Nathan H. Small of the
“ Republican Journal,” Belfast; George F. Huff of the
“ Eastern Gazette,” Dexter; Chester W. Robbins, Old
Town; W. F. Dunham of the “ Richmond Bee,” Rich
mond; L. P. and 0. L. Evans of the “ Piscataquis Ob
server,” Dover-Foxcroft; Albert K. Stetson of the
“ Aroostook Pioneer,” Houlton; Samuel H. Erskine of
the “ Lincoln County News,” Damariscotta; F. W.
Sanborn of the “ Norway Advertiser,” Norway; Charles
H. Fogg of the “ Houlton Times,” Houlton; Lyman J.
Pendell of the “ Aroostook Republican,”
Caribou;
Chandler C. Harvey of the “ Fort Fairfield Review,”
Fort Fairfield; John H. Wilson of the “ Star Herald,”
Presque Isle; Charles H. Twombly of the “ Republican
Journal,” Belfast; Charles G. Lunt of the “ Houlton
Times,” Houlton; R. C. Tobey of the “ Record,” Bruns
wick.
After the opening remarks of the President and the
report of the Secretary-Treasurer, the following ap
pointments were made: Auditor, Nathan H. Small;
Committee on Nominations, Albert K. Stetson, Roland
T. Patten, Samuel H. Erskine; Committee on Resolu
tions, Charles G. Jenness, Charles F. Mann, W. F.
Dunham.
The report of the Auditor was read and accepted. It
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having been voted at the 1925 meeting that the Presi
dent and Secretary make a new draft of the Constitu
tion and By-Laws of the Association, this new draft
was read and after some discussion it was voted to
adopt the same which is printed elsewhere in this re
port.
As has often been the case, the Round Table dis
cussions proved to be among the most interesting and
helpful features of the meeting.
The first question
considered was “ Methods of Ad Setting in a Country
Shop,” and this was led in a very able manner by Mr.
Jenness of Rochester who laid special emphasis upon
the necessity of properly editing and laying out the
copy before it reaches the operator in order that the
actual work of composition may not be retarded by
the operator being obliged to pause to figure out spell
ing or punctuation. Mr. Jenness also clearly described
a method of building up ads which he has developed in
his shop whereby a man without moving about can
take the slugs as they come from the machine and
very quickly insert the proper amount of spacing ma
terial and border and produce a completed ad ready for
the forms. Mr. Jenness’ talk was essentially practical
and was much appreciated by his hearers.
Robinson C. Tobey, Editor of the “ Brunswick Rec
ord,” led the discussion on “ Methods of Building up a
Classified Advertising Department.” Among the prin
cipal points stressed by Mr. Tobey were the necessity of
keeping the department strictly up to date, allowing no
dead matter to remain in it; the sending out of bills
promptly on a special form used exclusively for this de
partment; the editing and typewriting of all classified
advertising copy before it goes to the machine; the ac
ceptance of classified ads up to the last minute before
going to press; and the location of the department ad
jacent to local news. The classified ads in the “ Rec
ord,” are set in 6 point, solid with a 12 point initial.
Chandler C. Harvey, Editor of the “ Fort Fairfield
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Review,” led the discussion on the “ Best Means of
Developing a Local News Department.” Mr. Harvey
justified the publishing of a large amount of local and
personal news, even though some of it at first thought
may seem trivial, by the fact that each item interests
some one and that thereby interest in the paper is in
creased. As sources of obtaining this news, as prac
ticed in the “ Review” office, Mr. Harvey cited the
members of the office force and their families who have
been trained to watch for and turn in items, the tele
phone which is used very freely, and other newspapers,
the items from which, however, are carefully verified
before publication.
Charles F. Mann of the “ Lisbon Enterprise” closed
the Round Table discussion with an eloquent address
on the question as to whether the country weekly is
increasing or decreasing in influence. Mr. Mann, who
for 35 years has been publishing a weekly paper in a
town which is surrounded by cities where daily papers
are published, stated that he firmly believed that there
is still a legitimate and profitable field for the country
weekly, if properly conducted, and that its influence is
increasing rather than decreasing.
Following the Round Table, the Committee on Nomi
nations reported and the following officers were
unanimously elected for the year 1926-27: President,
Charles F. Mann; Vice President, Samuel H. Erskine;
Secretary-Treasurer, O. L. Evans; Executive Com
mittee, Chas. F. Mann, S. H. Erskine, 0. L. Evans, Al
bert K. Stetson, Charles G. Jenness.
The Committee on Resolutions made the following
report which was accepted and the resolutions adopted:
Whereas: There has been removed by death from
our membership during the past year the following
named brothers, Arnold H. Jones of Rockland, John F.
Sprague of Dover-Foxcroft and Harry Larrabee of
Gardiner, we deeply regret our loss and express our
heartfelt sympathy to their families.
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Our sincere thanks are hereby extended for the
splendid entertainment and bounteous hospitality
shown to visiting publishers and their ladies by the
Aroostook County Press Association and all others
while we are sojourning in this beautiful Aroostook
county— you have made us all want to come again.
It was voted to leave with the Executive committee
the matter of the time and place of the next meeting.
At this time Roland T. Patten of Skowhegan extended
to the Association an invitation from the Somerset
Traction Co. to meet at Lakewood next summer. It
was also voted that the Association pay to Mr. Patten
the sum of $100 for the year 1927 toward the expense
of publishing his “ Maine Press Association Bulletin.”
It was voted that a committee composed of Messrs.
Mann, Patten and Fogg investigate the matter of find
ing means to increase the usefulness of the Association
and to increase its membership.
In the evening a banquet was held in Watson hall,
Chandler C. Harvey acting as toastmaster and ad
dresses being made by Judson C. Briggs of Caribou,
Justice Charles P. Barnes of Houlton of the Maine
Supreme Judicial Court, Philip Ricker Shorey of the
Maine Publicity Bureau, and John Clair Minot, Lite
rary Editor of the “ Boston Herald,” together with an
exhibition of Indian club swinging by Roland T. Patten
of Skowhegan. Following the speaking, dancing was
enjoyed by some of the party.
On Sunday the members of the Association with
their ladies, were guests of the Aroostook County Press
Association on an automobile ride through the county,
the trip including the inspection of the Christie potato
farm where moving pictures of potato digging were
taken by a representative of the Fox Film Corporation
who was in the state making pictures of its industrial,
agricultural and recreational features, a delightful
lunch at Mrs. Stevens’ Garden Tea Room in Presque
Isle, a most hospitable reception at Caribou by the
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Chamber of Commerce of that town, and then a trip
to Fort Fairfield and thence to New Brunswick and
down the beautiful valley of the St. John river to Woodstock and return to Houlton.

From The President’s Office
Our Suggestions
To us it isn’t a matter of can you afford to be a
member of the Maine Press Association, but can you
afford not to be.
From the time the writer first joined the Association
up to the present, he has labored more with the view
of making this a newspaper man’s organization, rather
than one on broader lines that included other branches
of the printing trade.
There is not an editor of a weekly newspaper in
Maine, did he know the full benefit of membership, but
would have his name on the Roster and himself on the
firing line. In this way he would not only be a direct
beneficiary, but would be a great help to his brother
editors.
To get to-gether the 57 editors of the local papers of
Maine and getting them functioning as a live and indispensible organization, is the aim of the writer, during
the usual two years’ term customary for presidents to
serve.
We are planning to get out a little booklet giving the
name of paper, advertising rates and editor’s name.
This will be sent to every advertising agency informing
them that the papers named in the booklet are all owned
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by members of the Maine Press Association. In this
way we expect not only to immediately increase the
foreign advertising business in Maine papers, but we
feel sure that in furnishing agencies with such a re
liable record, that it will continue to be of benefit to the
local papers.
Already plans are being made for the next annual
meeting which promises to be one of the best ever
held by the organization, if one can judge from the
many expressions of confidence coming from the mem
bership.
A copy of this book is being sent to every newspaper
editor in Maine, with the hope that if you are not al
ready a member of the Association that you will for
ward your application either to the President or Secre
tary at once, so that we may be able to list your paper
in the catalogue we will send out to the advertising
agencies.
Yours for a bigger and better Association.
Charles F. Mann, President.
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CONSTITUTION

Preamble: Whereas the Press is an important element in
the forces now educating the people and shaping the destinies
of the world: We, its representatives in the State of Maine,
with a view to the responsibility devolved, and for the purposes
of self-protection, mutual improvement and the elevation of
the Press to a plane of higher morality and usefulness, agree
to form ourselves into a union, to be governed by the following
constitution:—
ARTICLE I
Name and Object
Section 1. This Association shall be known as the Maine
Press Association.
Section 2. It shall be the object of this Association to main
tain the standards of the printing, and publishing business in
the State of Maine at the highest point of excellence and ef
ficiency for the mutual benefit of its members and the welfare
of the community.
ARTICLE II
Membership
Section 1. Any proprietor, stockholder, publisher, editor,
associate or department editor, business manager, advertising
manager, circulation manager, or reporter of a bona fide daily
or weekly newspaper or regular monthly publication or
periodical, any special writer or any proprietor or business
manager of a job printing establishment is eligible to become
a member of this Association.
. Not to apply to those now members.
Section 2. Application for membership shall be signed by
the applicant and shall state the residence and occupation of
the applicant and the establishment with which he is connected.
Upon approval by the membership committee, applications shall
be acted upon by the Association, or by the Executive Commitee
if the Association be not in session, and a majority vote by
ballot shall admit the applicant to membership.
Section 3. Each application for membership shall be accom
panied by the dues for one year. In case of rejection such dues
shall be returned.
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Section 4. Honorary membership may be conferred upon any
person who has sustained distinguished and honorable connection
with journalism and the art of printing in Maine. But no
proposal for honorary membership shall be entertained without
the knowledge and assent of the candidate. The election shall
be by ballot, at a regular meeting of the Association and must
be unanimous.
Section 5. No past member of the Association whose name
has been dropped from the rolls for non-payment of dues shall
be eligible to either active or honorary membership until all ar
rearages due at the time when dropped from membership have
been paid to the Treasurer.
ARTICLE III
Officers
Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be a Presi
dent, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer and an executive com
mittee of five, the President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer
to be members ex-officio.
Section 2. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be paid a salary of
$50 a year.
Section 3. The officers shall perform the duties usually per
taining to such offices and such other duties as may. from time
to time be voted by the Association. They shall hold office until
their successors are elected.
Section 4. The President shall have power to fill vacancies
caused by death or resignation, appointees to serve until the
next annual meeting of the Association.
Section 5. The Executive committee shall direct the affairs
of the Association.
Section 6. The President shall appoint an auditor at each
annual meeting who shall examine the accounts of the SecretaryTreasurer and report to the members.
ARTICLE IV
Dues
Section 1. The dues of the Association shall be five dollars
a year, payable annually in advance.
Section 2. The Secretary-Treasurer shall make a report at
each annual meeting of members who may be two years in
arrears for their dues. Such members may be dropped from
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the Association by vote of the Executive committee if within
one month after having been notified of such arrearages they
shall fail to pay them.
Section 3. Members dropped for non-payment of dues may
be reinstated upon payment of such arrears.
ARTICLE V
Committees
Section 1. At each annual meeting the President shall ap
point a Committee on Resolutions and one on Nominations, and
such other committees as shall be deemed advisable.
ARTICLE VI
Amendments
Section 1. This Constitution, as a whole or any part thereof,
may be repealed or amended by a vote of two-thirds of the
members present at any regular meeting, or at any special
meeting called for the purpose, provided notice of any proposed
change is sent to each member 30 days prior to such special
meeting.

BY-LAWS
ARTICLE I
Meetings
Section 1. The annual meeting of the Association shall be
held in such month as the Executive committtee or Association
may select.
Section 2. At each annual meeting the place and date of
the next meeting shall be determined by vote of the Association.
If the Association shall fail to fix the place of any annual meet
ing, the Executive committee shall do so. The Executive com
mittee shall also have authority to change the place and date
of the meeting if circumstances make it advisable to do so.
Section 3. Special meetings may be called by the President
or the Executive committee. On the written request of ten
members the President shall call special meetings.
Section 4. Five members shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business.
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Section 5. The Executive committee shall arrange a program
for each annual meeting.
ARTICLE II
Amendments
Section 1. These By-Laws, as a whole or any part thereof,
may be repealed or amended by a vote of two thirds of the
members present at any annual meeting or at any special meet
ing called for the purpose, provided notice of any proposed
change is sent to each member 30 days prior to such special
meeting.
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